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for such information as would lead to his apprehension.   This
also failed to produce any result.
The difficulty with which the Crown authorities were
faced was this: they had a body of evidence clearly establish-
ing the identity of Edward Sweeney in London; they had a
dozen witnesses to swear to the identity of Edward Scott at
Ardlamont; but, in the continued and regrettable absence of
the original, how was it to be proved that both sets of witnesses
spoke to the same man? The obvious way was to obtain a
photograph of the undoubted Sweeney, and shew it to those
who had seen him as Scott; but "Long Ted" seems to have
been shy of the camera, and such was not then to be had. By
a singular irony of chance, no sooner had the indictment been
served upon the prisoner, containing a list of productions to
be used against him, than the police became possessed of an
excellent photograph of Edward Sweeney, which, had it been
secured in time, would have settled the question in five
minutes. But as, according to our generous practice, nothing
can be produced against a prisoner of which he has not been
given due warning in his indictment, the acquisition came too
late to be of use. Despite this misfortune for the prosecu-
tion, however, the evidence led at the trial left no reasonable
doubt as to the identity of Scott with Sweeney.
IX
Not until Tuesday, i2th December 1893, four months after
the fatal shot rang out that stormy morning in the Ardlamont
woods, were the forces of the Crown ready to take the field*
The trial was held within the historic High Court of Justiciary
at Edinburgh. The presiding Judge was the Lord Justice-
Clerk, Lord Kingsburgh (Sir J. H. A. Macdonald), eminent
as an authority on criminal law. The prosecution was con-
ducted by the Solicitor-General (Alexander Asher, Q.C.,
M.P.), assisted by K U. Strachan, J. A. Reid, and J. Campbell
Lorimer, Advocates-Depute. The defence was in the capable
nands of John Comrie Thomson, Q.C., Sheriff of Forfar;
John Wilson (afterwards Lord Ashmore) and William
Findlay, advocates, were his juniors.
No counsel of those times could touch Comrie Thomson
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